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Abraham Lincoln papers

From Henry B. Carrington to Abraham Lincoln and Edwin M. Stanton, March 19, 1863

Indianapolis, Ind. 19th March 1863.

Memorandum of condition of Public Affairs in Indiana, to be submitted to the President, and
Honorable Secty of War,

I submit facts that are within my personal knowledge, indicative of the sentiment and purposes that
underlie domestic treason in Indiana.

1. Origin and Progress.

About the time of the draft, the Knights of the Golden Circle organized to break up the army, I have
abundant affidavits and adequate proof, I advised the Hon Secy of War as well as the President, in
personal communications. Their success was considerable, until the arrest and Conviction of John
O. Brown, now under sentence of death; but suspended at my request that he may be used as a
witness before the U S. District Court in May next.

The oaths embodied 1st To secure the desertion of soldiers with their arms, and the protection of
said deserters.

2nd Resistance to further drafts and interference with enlistments

3d To stop this war.

Signs, grips and passwords were devised and sentinels posted, at each meeting, to warn of the
approach of any not members. In December the organization assumed new form and significance.
The signs, grips and passwords were changed. The obligations became more directly treasonable
and the organization assumed military form and purpose. To illustrate,

1. The signs included battle signals, for Infantry and Cavalry: upon giving which, a soldier would be
treated as a friend by the rebel foe: also, five pointed copper stars, to be worn breast, to be disclosed
upon opening the coat before an enemy if made a prisoner; or if this state should be visited by
confederates, Others, of german silver, are hung in small frames to protect houses in which they
belong.
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2. The oath included resistance to confiscation of the goods of the fraternity, either North, or
south; provided night and day signals, upon which, the order should rally to the defence of a
brother member, and made pledge of mutual support, significant, by extreme penalties in case of
disclousure of the nature of the order.

The following is the form of oath prescribed for the second degree, and is the same in a large
number of counties from which copies have been procured and is undoubtedly general in its use

“Do you beleive this to be the word of God?

(Hand on the Bible)

“Do you beleive that the present war now being waged against us to be unconstitutional? Then,
receive the obligation.

“I ___ ___ do solemnly swear in the presence of Almighty God, that I will support the constitution of
the United States, and the state in which I reside, and keep it holy and unravelled,

“I further promise and swear that I will go to the aid of all good and loyal Democrats, and oppose the
confiscation of their property either north or south and I further promise and swear that I will suffer
my body severed in four parts — one part east, out of the east gate, one part at the west gate, one
part at the north gate, one part at the south gate, before I will suffer the privileges bequeathed to us
by our forefathers blotted out or trampled under foot forever.

“I further promise and swear that I will go to the aid from the first to the fourth signal of all loyal
Democrats either north or south.

“I further promise and swear that I will not reveal any of the secret signs, passwords or grips, to
anyone not legally authorized by this order — binding myself under no less penalty than having my
bowels torn out and cast to the four winds of Heaven — so help me God.

“I promise and swear that I will do all in my power to bring all loyal Democrats in this Circle of Hosts.

“I further promise and swear that I will do all in my power against the present Yankee abolition
Disunion Administration, so help me God.

3, The order has enjoined upon its members, thorough arming. The extent of this may be derived
from the fact that in February and March alone nearly 30.000 arms, revolvers &c have entered
Indiana, as derived from invoices of sales and undoubtedly thousands more have been brought
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from the East of which I have no knowledge. On the day the sale of arms was prohibited at
Indianapolis, nearly 1000 revolvers were contracted for, and the trade could not supply the demand.
Two small establishments at LaFayette had each 60 kegs of Powder, which at other times would last
for years. Sixteen boxes came from Lexington Ky, under disguise of household goods. one box from
Cincinnati, was marked “Pick axes”, another “Hard Ware”, another “Nails”. These are instances which
daily occurred until decided action was adopted.

4. The country lodges drill in the steps, and facings, and, with such muskets, or rifles as they have,
practice the manual.

5. The subjects of discussion are, the despotism of the government — the preponderating power of
New England in proportion to its size — the restoration of the Democratic party and overthrow of
the present administration, by force, if it must be— “The restoration of the south or a union with it,
would give them again control of senate and the power—” Systematic falsifications of the purposes
and acts of the government is made use of to prejudice and exasperate the people, and portions of
the press, so thinly disguise their treason as to make whatever they do say, for appearances sake
only more destructive to the morals of the public

6. Their connection with southern traitors is to be noted. It is claimed in their lodges, that they have

the co-operation of the fraternity in Kentucky, Tennessee &c, that on the next raid of Morgan,1 he
will leave the command and quietly appear to raise the standard of revolt in Indiana. Thousands
believe this, and his photograph is hung in many houses— In some counties, his name is daily
praised.

1 John Hunt Morgan led raids into Kentucky and Ohio in 1862-63.

Besides this, some of the prisoners of war now here, have the same views as to the intent of these
domestic traitors — have the same signs grips, watchwords and the same battle signals.

2 Present Condition of the Organization.

This has been incidentally adverted to. Additional facts are given to illustrate its practical workings
and extent.

Not long since over two hundred mounted men, many of them armed, rode into Franklin, Johnson
County, and openly cheered for Jeff Davis, denounced their own government, and declared their
desire for immediate peace, under the supremacy of Davis, as a substitute for Mr Lincoln.
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On the 18th instant in Putnam County, a procession openly resolved that they were ready to
renounce the United States — cheered for Jeff. Davis, and were cheered in turn

On Thursday last a sergeant and six men who went to Raleigh, Rush County, to arrest deserters,
whom a party of two could not secure, were driven away, and within two hours after an alarm
signal, about two hundred mounted men gathered armed with rifles, shot guns and revolvers, and
compelled the detail to return. (I sent a special train with 100 men the same night and arrested the
deserters however, and shall turn the ring leaders over to the U S. Court.

In the Morgan County cases the leaders of the party who attacked the cavalry detachment were
proven to be Knights of the Golden Circle.

At Brown County last week a committee of them drove out a union democrat, threatening the
penalty of death upon him for having left the Knights.

Two cases have happened in this city, where the lives of men suspected of turning informers were
in danger— One gave notice where he was and he was arrested by me (pro-forma) and his assailant
was confined for trial being a soldier.

Another was kept confined one night by nine men, and escaped by cunning.

Several companies have been nearly ruined by them— I am investigating a case, where I do not
believe there are 20 loyal men in the Company.

The foregoing are instances of the boldness of the order, which could be multiplied.

In the central lodge at this City, the members of order were reported at 92.000 between 16 and 70
years of age. This was then extravagant; but there must be nearly or quite that number now, as
they are known to have lodges in nearly every county, I think all but seven, and daily assume greater
boldness.

That a large number of the common classes in some of the rural districts, who are members of the
order, watch for for some armed overthrow of the administration is certain. The number of good
and true citizens who report, and the concurrent statements of detectives, prove this.

The ostensible leaders here, are not the leaders of the Democratic party: but I mention a few facts to
shew how confident the leading men are of the power of the order.
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At suggestion of Govr Morton, I invited the state officials, and leading men of both parties to a
conference as to public affairs. They agree to address the democracy in a manner that shall check
this discontent. It remains to be seen whether it will be done,

Hon T. A. Hendricks, U S. Senator, assured me “that the majority of the people of Indiana, were
desperate under the despotism of the government, and no one could tell how long it would be
endured”

Dr. Athen Secy of State, says that “in visiting Southern Indiana, every man in many counties is armed
to the teeth” and asking, “how long is this to endure”.

The people have been grossly and wickedly deceived by this order, until they beleive the most
infamous lies as to the government and its designs.

Plans have been carefully discussed in the lodges, respecting seizure of the arsenal, the railroad and
the telegraph: and especially have several lodges made it obligatory upon the members to protect
deserters and resist the conscription.

They are promised arms from Kentucky, and really beleive they are to have them, absurd as it may
seem.

To meet these dangerous tendencies I have followed up every resistance to arrests by use of force,
and perfecting the arrest without delay.

Seven of the Morgan County men were convicted,

Lawyers of this city refused to testify before the Grand Jury on the plea that it would criminate
themselves, and subject them to indictment for treason.

I shall use the accumulated evidence before the Grand Jury that meets to day, with view to indict
these lawyers and a considerable number of leaders from various counties, hoping for a good effect
from the same,

The fact is that the order has grown faster than the party leaders wished, and has assumed a shape
and bitterness that may not be controled if it breaks forth, even by them: but I know that those
leaders feel that they have a power at their backs, which they hold as invincible,

I am convinced that the tension cannot long last, Reaction or violence is certain, While avoiding all
needless collision, my aim has been by firmness, but discretion to induce such a popular re-action,
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without an outbreak, and thus let the people down to their old quietude. The people will thus soon
fall back, or precipitate an issue in some locality.

If it be not simultaneous and general, it can and will be handled severely. But if the difficulties here
should be complicated by a successful inroad upon Kentucky as anticipated by Gen Rosecrans,
Wright and Boyle, there would be great danger. The only perfect assurance in such a case, would
be in the support of a division from the east. The re-action in the New York democratic politicians,

has not reached the west, and the popular daring of Vallandingham,2 makes him so mischievous,
that either he or Morgan, could raise an army of 20.000 traitors in Indiana— If this Vallandingham
counsels resistance, or defiance to any U S. statute in Indiana, I wish authority to arrest him.

2 Union soldiers arrested Clement L. Vallandigham on May 5, 1863.

In furnishing the foregoing statement at the request of Govr Morton, whose good judgment has
been my chief auxilliary in matters of a civil order, I will also refer to him for fuller information, as to
the condition of the state.

I will respectfully add a word of my personal views

I believe that no City paper should use the mails, or cars or circulate, if it counsels resistance to
the conscript act. I should like discretionary power in Indiana in this particular, if the government
contemplate any interference with the press, should conscription be resisted.

I believe that no person should be allowed in sober and deliberate mood to support the arch-traitor
Davis, by act or word of mouth.

Union farmers, in their innocence, come to me and say that such a person “hurrahs for Jeff Davis,
what shall we do?” This seems a small matter; but I say in all seriousness that the feelings of retired
countrymen, are as much irritated by this, as, a citizen of the town would be by armed treason. This
delicate sense of national honor in the rustic, is not to be overlooked, and we cannot spare the men
whose feelings revolt at such cries.

We are at the crisis. We shall pass it, safely. But we must encourage the loyal. Union men must feel
that they are protected. Disloyal men, if their name be legion must feel that they are in danger



Abraham Lincoln papers http://www.loc.gov/resource/mal.2250800

When the detachment under my command passed through Livingston, to arrest Judge Constable3 of
Marshall, Ill, a grey-headed old man, knelt down in the mud crying as he prayed “Thank the Almighty
Father, we have a government again”.

3 For more on the arrest of Judge Charles H. Constable, see John P. Usher to Lincoln, March
15, 1863.

The government must be felt, as the protector of the people. Now is the time! Come what will,
firmness is our safety, and the result is certain— Victory in the field is valuable. But we must show
the power and goodness of the government at home, or disaster in the field, will have ten fold
damage here, and victory, in the field, will lose half its power,

Respectfully submitted

Henry B. Carrington

Col. 18th U S Infy

Comdg at Idpolis


